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• Advance agricultural leadership for environmental quality by 
developing, applying, and promoting programs that assist 
producers to perform agronomically and economically

• Develops policies and programs that help farmers expand 
profit opportunities while promoting environmentally sensitive 
production using the soybean checkoff and other resources. 

• The Association is governed by an elected volunteer board of 
21 farmers. 

• Largest State-based row commodity association in U.S. 
serving 45,000 Iowa soybean farmers. 

Iowa Soybean Association
Environmental Programs and Services
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ISA 
Environmental Programs and Services

• Technical assistance for farmers, watersheds and 

organized stakeholder groups

• Leveraging farmer investment with public – private 

partnerships

• Monitoring and assessment – Data management and 

analysis

• Continuous Improvement through progressive planning 

- Adaptive management framework – PLAN, DO, 

CHECK, ACT 

• Targeting for cost effectiveness and measuring 

outcomes for performance 

• Public education, communication and outreach

• Management evaluation and reporting

225 farms

65 defined watersheds 

-39 active and 26 supporting ~ 6 million acres 

- over 35 public and private partners. 
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• A comprehensive plan for the watershed (follows 

IDNR/EPA watershed planning protocol)

• Assessment; Inventory Resource

Concerns

• Goals/Objectives/Actions

• Infield/Edge of Field

• Set of integrated solutions; 

no silver bullet

• Implementation

Watershed Services - Planning

Rapid Assessment of Stream Conditions Along Length

(RASCAL)

• Assess in-stream & near-stream conditions; use GPS technology 

to provide continuous stream condition data for watershed

• Results are intended to assist watershed 

groups identify priority areas for targeted 
conservation practices / BMPs.

• Land use assessment – help target 

upland BMPs.

Canopy cover

Riparian Zone Cover/

Riparian Zone Width

Adjacent Land Use

In-Stream Habitat

Bank Stability
Point of Interest

Substrate% Bare Bank

Pool/Riffle Frequency
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Survey Parameter Categories

Adjacent Land 

Cover

Row Crop Trees Grass Pasture Residential

38.3% 14.5% 5.1% 35.0% 9.1%

Riparian Zone 

Width

< 10 ft 10 - 30 ft 30 – 60 ft > 60 ft

36.4% 11.7% 24.4% 28.6%

Bank Stability
Stable Mod.  Stable Mod. Unstable Unstable

6.3% 34.2% 26.8% 32.7%

Substrate
Boulder Cobble Gravel Sand Silt/Mud

0.6% 15.0% 20.5% 55.4% 8.5%

Stream Habitat
Poor Average Excellent

28.6% 58.7% 12.7%

RASCAL
Assessments –

Lyons Creek

Badger Creek Lake Watershed
Goals and Objectives

Goal 1: Reduce non-point source pollution to at or below TMDL levels in 

the Badger Creek Lake watershed while maintaining agricultural 

productivity.

Objective 1: Reduce sediment delivery to Badger Creek Lake by 7,078 tons

within 8 years, and an additional 3,805 tons by year 20 for a 

10,883 ton per year or 74% load reduction.  

Objective 2: Reduce phosphorus delivery

to Badger Creek Lake by

9,202 pounds within 8 years,

and an additional 

4,945 pounds by year 20 for 

a 14,147 pounds per year or

74% load reduction.
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Badger Creek Lake Watershed

Badger Creek Lake Watershed - Implementation
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• Abandoned steam meandor

• Post settlement alluvium

• Topeka shiner habitat

• Potential denitrification practice

Oxbows

Oxbow Restoration within Boone River Watershed 

supports biodiversity and water quality goals 

Boone River Watershed

Oxbows
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Oxbows

Oxbow Restoration
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Highlights/Lessons Learned

Thank You

Todd Sutphin

Operations Manager, Environmental Programs and Services

Iowa Soybean Association

515.334.1052 (desk)

515.669.9124 (cell)

tsutphin@iasoybeans.com


